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The stay at JS within the Japanese-German Engineering

Exchange program

During the past six months I have had the
delight to be part of JS R&D division. They
reached from hanami season to hanabi season.
Although the summer is very hot and humid in
Japan, it was good to have witnessed Japanese
life during this period. A great number of
cultural specialties have their origin in this
season.

The development of a model for aerobic granules
proved to be a very interesting topic. The results
achieved will surly be useful for the design of
such treatment systems. My activities were not
limited to R&D however. Two other aspects
have also been important: to learn about
Japanese waste water treatment and to
experience Japanese culture.

All over the world waste water treatment, and
flood protection for that matter, only rises to the
public conscience if either of the systems fails. In
Japan the topic of waste water treatment is very
close to people. For the beginning, at wwtp

people live close by and odor or noise is a

challenge for the engineers they overcome very
excellently. The roofs of the plants provide space
for sports and relaxation, too. Furthermore, I
think it is great, that many municipalities explain
elementary school children wearing colorful hats
the importance of waste water disposal. The
process to raise the awareness for the services
granting livelihood in urban areas is well
documented in the colorful and artful manhole
covers all over Japan.

My view on Japanese culture is closely connected
to great hospitality and friendly helping hands.
This support made this stay unique and opened
up my mind for a great many new tastes and
foods.

At a first glance Japan and Germany seem to be
very different. However, in the future the two
countries will face many of the same challenges
in the society and concerning environmental
issues. Cooperation in these fields as well as the
exchange of views and ideas will be beneficial for

both countries within a globalizing world.
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